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same perception to bear on technical art. They
enjoy books, art, music, without any envious
desire to produce ; they can enjoy the noble plea-
sure of admiring and praising* Again and again,
in reading the lives of artists, one comes across
traces of these wise and generous spirits, who
have loved the society of artists, have under-
stood them, and whose admiration has never been
clouded by the least shadow of that jealousy which
is the curse of most artistic natures. People with-
out artistic sensibilities find the society of artists
trying ; because they see only their irritability,
their vanity, their egotism, and cannot sympathise
with the visions by which they are haunted. But
those who can understand without jealousy, pass
by the exacting vagaries of the artist with a gentle
and tender compassion, and evoke what is sincere
and generous and lovable, without any conscious
effort.
It is not, I think, often enough realised that the
basis of the successful artistic temperament is a
certain hardness combined with great superficial
sensitiveness. Those who see the artistic nature
swiftly and emotionally affected by a beautiful or
a pathetic thing, who see that a thought, a line
of poetry, a bar of music, a sketch, will evoke a